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PRAYER

Lord, 
Break into my life
awaken my dormant spirit
to face you,
as you challenge me
to full commitment
to be an architect
of new opportunities
for service
to rebuild a world
of love and human fellow-
ship
of life and beauty,
where all people and angels
and the laughter of children
mingles with the matins of 
song birds
to proclaim you
God of all creation
and 
Lord  of my life.

Chandran
Devanesen

Savithri 
Devanesen

Savithri Devanesen



education is the basic requirement for human 
development to take place. With education, 
employment opportunities are broadened and 
income levels increased. The development 
of the individual and the nation depends on 
education which leads to sustained social and 
economic growth. To ensure that our initiative 
for rural education continues despite the chal-
lenges, Roofs commenced brainstorming ideas 
in March 2020 for rural college education post 
lockdown with social distancing and greater 
use of videos and messages on smart phones.
Roofs successful model to ensure productive 
jobs with higher incomes for youth at the Dr. 
Chandran Devanesen Rural Community Col-
lege, especially the very vulnerable school 
dropouts, has been shared with many. In addi-
tion, food and nutrition for the millions who re-
main in hunger in India is still a priority. Roofs 
Heather Hamlin Aged Care Day Centre and the 
Ron Cooke Balwadi are models for good nutri-
tion and early learning.

Diploma Students-58 Non Diploma Students-94

         47    Fashion Design & Garment Making
            (Karanai village)

      29   Fashion Design & Garment Making
            (Vengaivasal village)

      14   Refrigeration and Air Conditioning

      04   Beautician

07  Nursing Assistant

11  Computer software Applications, DTP, 
     Web & Graphic Design

08  Fashion Design & Garment Making

22  Refrigeration and Air Conditioning

10  Beautician

“Treat people as if they were what they ought to be, and you 
help them to become what they are capable of becoming”

The unprecedented upheaval created by 
Covid-19 and the successive lockdowns 

in India from 24th  March 2020 onwards was 
already showing us that we cannot solve our 
problems with the same thinking used when 
they were created. It clearly demonstrates that 
such transnational threats, like a pandemic 
or climate change, requires co-operation on a 
global scale. 
We knew that we needed to be proactive and 
harness all our resources to navigate through 
this period of uncertainty. As the saying goes, 
‘Where there is no hope, it is incumbent on us 
to invent it’. We moved forward building on the 
power of the human spirit with resilience, ef-
fectiveness and leadership. We started by pro-
viding clear, insightful information to develop a 
better understanding of this pandemic with the 
Rural Community College students.
As we look back over the years since incep-
tion, we see that Roofs creative programs 
are models for rural development. As always, 

Programs and Projects

Introduction



New Computers from Australian Aid

Inauguration Of The AC 
Technician 
Classroom

This classroom was constructed with a do-
nation from the Glen Abbey United Church 

Outreach Fund, Canada. It was opened and 
dedicated by Dr.Fr. Xavier Alphonse, on 1 July 
2019. The function was attended by staff , stu-
dents, parents, community members and the 
Roofs Executive Committee. During the func-
tion Mr. K. Vishu, from KV Refrigeration, repre-
senting our Industrial Partners and the bricklay-
ers were honoured with a ‘ponnadai’. The Chair 
of the Glen Abbey Outreach Fund Committee 
wrote saying,‘ The building looks great!’ 

On 23 July 2019, the Hon. Andrew Collister, 
Australian Vice Consul General inaugurated 

18 new computers assembled in the computer 
lab. The computers replaced the old outdated 
computers. They have a new networked sys-
tem with suffi  cient processing capability and up 
to date software to meet teaching and employ-
ment requirements. The Computer teacher and 
the students are delighted with the computers. 



Work Skills Commences

National Skill Development Corporation 
(Skill India) Examination

On 28 August 2019 the 
Work Skill Program 

was inaugurated. 96% of 
the parents were present. 
Each student lit a candle to 
symbolise learning that en-
lightens, enlivens, inspires, 
comforts and connects. The 
students wore their uni-
forms for the fi rst time. 

The College sent 22 students to the AC Technician Exam. and 14 students for the Beauti-
cian and Health Exam. We had a 100% pass rate with 13 of the Beautician Students scoring 

straight A’s! The Exams are conducted at the College by external examiners with theory, practical 
and oral tests. 



Tamilnadu Open University (TNOU) Term 
Exams

Celebrations

The TNOU End of Term Exams. were conducted on the 3rd and 4th of August at the College. 
It is important that Community College students obtain a University accredited Diploma.

Teachers Day was celebrated on 5 Sep-
tember 2019. It is the Birth Anniversary 

of the fi rst Vice President and second Presi-
dent of India- Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan. 
He studied at Madras Christian College and 
was a friend of Roofs Founder, Dr. Chandran 
Devanesen. 

The College also celebrated Christmas and 
Thai Pongal, Tamil Nadu’s harvest festival. 



Scholarships

K. Dhaneeshwari
Health Assistant

D. Sneha
Health Assistant

M. Gomathy
Beautician

The Savithri Devanesen Scholarships were provided from the endowment fund established 
by Mr. & Mrs. Philip and Birgitta Sherman (USA). Other scholarships were provided by the 

Dr.Eapen Thomas family, Dr.Gita Ramaswamy fund, Ms. Louise Micklewright fund and the Dr. Wil-
lam Danforth fund. This year, we are grateful to Dr. Mathew Oomen and the Oomen Family Trust 
who provided a signifi cant donation.

Here are some of the profi les of the Scholarship holders sent by CDRCC.

She passed 12th Standard 
three years ago. She was 

unable to pursue  higher stud-
ies due to poverty. Her father 
is a watchman and her mother 
is a servant maid. Dhaneesh-
wari wanted to do some voca-
tional course so that she can 
lead a better life. Her parents 
came to know about the Com-
munity College and enrolled 
for the Health Assistant Pro-
gram. She has completed the 
course and is employed in one 
of the larger hospitals in Tam-
baram. The hospital adminis-
tration was so impressed with 
her that they have provided 
her with free accommodation. 
She is earning Rupees 7500/- 
per month and her parents are 
very happy and proud of their 
daughter.

She passed 12th Standard 
last year. Her parents were 

unable to educate her further. 
Her mother is working as a 
helper in a departmental store 
and her father is a casual 
labourer. Her father and elder 
brother are heavy drinkers 
making her family life misera-
ble. Her mother wanted her to 
be a nurse and brought her to 
the Community College. Sneha 
did well in her studies and is  
employed in a maternity hospi-
tal earning Rupees 8000/- per 
month, bringing her mother 
great joy and gratitude for the 
Community College.

She is a Twelfth Standard 
dropout. She lives in one 

of the villages close by to the 
community college. She has 
lost her father. Her mother is 
a casual labourer. She has a 
sister who has a prolonged 
illness. The family is unable 
to aff ord proper medical care.  
Gomathy wants to be inde-
pendent and also  support 
her mother fi nancially. She 
is already employed in a lo-
cal Beauty Parlor. She earns 
around Rupees 7000/- per 
month. She has been able to 
bring happiness to her family.



V. Jenifer
Beautician

A. Soniya
Beautician

A. Harikrishnan
Graphic Designer

R. Joseph Jesu Rajan
Air Conditioning & 

Refrigeration Technician

She is an Eleventh Stan-
dard dropout student and 

lives in one of the villages, 
where Roofs for the Roofl ess 
has many rural development 
activities to empower women. 
. Her father is an alcoholic 
and does not  look after the 
family. They live in a place 
which lacks basic living condi-
tions, and she used to fall sick 
quite often. But, Jenifer has 
got  strong will power to do 
something diff erent. The life 
skills program, has built up her 
confi dence. She plans to have 
her own Beauty Parlour in the 
very near future.

She  dropped out Twelfth 
Standard because of her 

family situation. Her father left 
the family, leaving her mother  
to care for her and  her two 
very young sisters. To make 
ends meet, Sonia was forced 
to live with her grandparents. 
They wished Soniya to learn 
some vocational skills, so that 
she could take care of herself 
and admitted her to the Col-
lege. She is now employed in 
a Beauty Parlor near her home 
and earns a decent income.

He has passed Twelfth 
Standard with great dif-

fi culty. His parents are migrant 
labourers. They work in the 
construction sector. Upon 
understanding the problems 
and the misery of his parents, 
he joined the Graphic Design 
course. He had never touched 
a computer before joining the 
college. The life skills program 
enabled him to draw out his 
latent potential. During his in-
ternship in at V Lead,  he was 
off ered  regular employment 
and earns Rupees 8000/- per 
month. He is very happy and 
enthusiastic and grateful to the 
College

He is a Twelfth Standard 
dropout with no hope or  

goal in life. He joined the col-
lege at the insistence of his 
mother, who is a servant maid. 
He lost his father when he was 
a child and his mother and 
grandmother have brought 
him up with lots of diffi  culty 
and suff ering. He was em-
ployed in a chimney servicing 
station before he joined the 

community college.  Because 
of his rude and rough behav-
ior, he was not able to get 
along with his co workers and 
fi nally he quit that job. The life 
skills program at the college 
transformed him and made 
him realize the purpose of his 
life and relationships. He now 
regularly goes to work and 
earns Rs 9000/- per month. 
His mother said that she could 
not believe the change in him.



Success Stories

Internship

This year we have shown 
that all the Scholarship 

students are success stories. 
The photos  show the trans-
formation of Harikrishnan as 
he moved from a sad and  
unhappy student to one work-
ing with great confi dence in a 
Multinational Company after 
the Life Skills and Work Skills 
course at the College.

Internship is a critical part of 
Community College educa-

tion. It is a bridge between 
education and employment. 
A lot of preparation is carried 
out with Industrial Partners 
to bring about co operative 
education in a workplace set-
ting with valuable hands on 
experience. The majority of 
the students were placed in 
well known companies such as 
V Lead Design, Greentrends, 
Daikin and the AG Hospital. As 
soon as the lockdown started 
students had to work out how 
to continue their internship. 
Some stayed in onsite factory 
accommodation and nurse 
assistants went to work by 
bicycle!



Special Gift

A Very Special Student 

A Model Rural Community College 

When Mrs.Amra Vinsek a Hair-
dresser from Australia visited 

the College in 2018. She found 
that the Beautician classroom had 
very blunt scissors. On her return 
to Australia she purchased 10 
pairs of high quality hairdressing 
scissors and sent them to the Col-
lege! 

CDRCC admitted its fi rst visually handicapped student to the Desktop 
Publishing and Graphic Design Course. Ms. Kavitha had started los-

ing her sight slowly from an early age and became totally blind by the 
time she reached 12th Standard. She kept up her studies and passed 
her Masters Degree in English Literature. She found that she was unable 
to fi nd a suitable job due to her lack of computer skills and approached 
CDRCC for assistance. Mr. Jayakumar, the Computer Teacher at CDRCC 
downloaded software such as Talk Back and OCR Reader, Screen 
Reader, blindfolded himself and practised using the programs. He then 
agreed to take on Kavitha as a student. Kavitha is now confi dent and 
happy with her computer skills and hopes to fi nd a job soon . To top it 
all, she is getting married in August 2020. (India is home to the largest 
blind population on this planet) 

Roofs is always happy to share it successful education and 
teaching model. On 9 July2019, 48 Teachers from the All India 

Community College Teachers Training program visited CDRCC 
along with Dr.Fr Xavier Alphonse. They spent time learning about 
CDRCC’s teaching program and excellent record keeping practic-
es. The participants interacted with the students and listened to 
their personal stories and experience at the College. They were 
presented with a special session on teaching Life Skills by CDRCC 
teacher Mrs. Regeni Sekar. The participants provided very positive 
feedback from their day at CDRCC. 



The Dr.Chandran Devanesen Memorial Lecture 
14th December 

Mrs. Chandrika Krishnamurty Tandon, Indian–American 
Business Leader, philanthropist and Grammy nominated 

artist, is the fi rst woman to deliver this Lecture that was 
revived by Roofs for the Roofl ess after many years. Chan-
drika studied for her Bachelors Degree at Madras Christian 
College and came to know Dr.Devanesen during those three 
years. It was Mrs. Savithri Devanesen who wished for Chan-
drika to deliver the Lecture after they met in 
2013. 
The Lecture was attended by a large number 
of business people, friends of RFR and im-
portantly over 400 students 
from Women’s Christian College 
(WCC) and Madras Christian Col-
lege (MCC). One of the many com-
ments we received after the Lecture 
stated, “It was a great pleasure to 
hear Chandrika Tandon at the Memo-

rial Lecture. 
For someone 
with such substantial achieve-
ments, she was down to earth, 
radiating energy, warmth and 
passion and spoke powerfully on 
the theme of breaking boundaries, 
drawing anecdotes from her own 
life and experiences. The major 
takeaway was that from a position 
of deep calm it is possible to ac-

cess great creativity and ability to give of your 
time, treasure and talent. Everyone of us has 
this immense capacity and it is up to us to let 
go of limiting ourselves.”  Roofs is most grateful 
to all those who helped to make the Memorial 
Lecture a great event.  Special thanks to the 
Principal of WCC, Dr.Lilian Jasper, for all her 
support and for making the Auditorium avail-
able for the Lecture.
On 16 December Mrs. Chandrika Tandon visited 
the Rural Community College in Karanai Village. 
She took a great interest in the students with 
whom she interacted as she took a tour of the 
College. In a letter to Chandrika our Chairman, 
David Appasamy wrote, ‘Your visit to the Col-
lege is an event that will be remembered and 
spoken about for a long time to come! It was 
wonderful that you could relate to our students 
at their level, speak their mother tongue, show 
personal interest in their development and well 
being and share yourself so freely and mean-
ingfully.’



Early learning, nutrition and health are the 
core essentials of work at the Balwadi. 

There has also been increasing parental in-
volvement in the program. There were 23 chil-
dren who attended the Balwadi. Health checks 
were carried out regularly. The BMI Chart 
shows that all the children have improved and 
reached normal BMI except for one. Special 
attention is given to those who are malnour-
ished. 
Mrs. Joan Cooke our wonderful Ambassador 
in Canada and Founder of the Balwadi, visited 
the Balwadi several times in December 2019. 
The staff  and children always enjoy her visits 
and even organised a special Christmas fun 
day for her. Joan spends time not only with the 
children but also with the staff  sharing her own 
teaching experience. Back in Canada, Joan 
is constantly giving talks and fund raising for 
Roofs. 



Provision of a nutritious mid day meal is an 
essential function of the Centre. 

We are grateful to The Ripple Eff ect Wellness 
Organisation for their continued support for the 
Centre. 
Drs. Sudarshan and Asha Devanesen along 
with Mrs. Joan Cooke visited the Centre on 
13th December 2019 and presented the se-
niors with blankets and some gifts. They spent 
time with the seniors and shared messages of 
love and hope. 



Roofs continues to hold 6 month Tailoring Courses for women of all ages. The women are pre-
sented with Certifi cates at the end of the course to help them to fi nd employment. 

Mr. Emmanuel attended the NSDC –     
National Skill Development Corporation 

(‘Skill India Program’) meeting sponsored 
by ICRDCE (Indian Centre for Research and 
Development of Community Education) on 
24th and 25th April 2019.

On 4th December the Director participated 
in the Dr. Chandran Devanesen Endow-

ment Lecture, delivered by well known and 
highly acclaimed writer and poet Mrs. East-
erine Kire from Nagaland. Easterine studied 
at the North Eastern Hill University, where Dr. 
Devanesen was the Founding Vice Chancellor. 
The Lecture was organized by the Department 
of History, Madras Christian College.        

Mrs. Joan 
Cooke 

distributed 
the Christmas 
gifts to Roofs 
staff  this year.



The Ripple Effect Wellness Organization
(TREWO)

Roofs First Ambassador

In September 2019, TREWO , organized a 
Gala function where Mrs. Joan Cooke was 

presented with a cheque for Roofs and Roofs 
supporter Ms. Jennifer Lynn was presented 
with their Community Service Award. Both la-
dies seized the opportunity to talk about their 

experience with Roofs. We are grateful to Co 
Founders of TREWO Dr.Sudarshan Devanesen 
and Ravi Juneja seen here with Gala Organiser 
Mr Narrinder Pal  Singh and Jennifer Lynn for 
their ongoing support for Roofs.

Roofs joined in the celebra-
tion of thanksgiving when 

Cannon Ivor Smith Cameron 
turned 90 years old in Novem-
ber 2019. We are most grate-
ful for his wonderful contribu-
tion to Roofs from it inception.



“The best way to find yourself is  to lose yourself  in the service of others”   - Mahatma Gandhi

DR.DAYALAN DEVANESEN, AM
Director

Roofs for the Roofless

Members of the Board

Mr. M. John Edward
Secretary

Dr. Paul Pratap Jayaraj
Treasurer

Mr.P. Yesuthasen
Member

Dr.Dayalan Devanesen AM
Director

Mr.T.Emmanuel Jeganathan 
Manager

Mrs.Shaheen Pasha
Member

Dr. Vasundran S Samuel
Member

Mr. David Appasamy
Chairman

Roofs is grateful to its friends and supporters 
and values each individual contribution.

Dr.William  Danforth,  The Ripple Eff ect Well-
ness Organisation,    Dr. Mathew Oommen 
Family Trust, Glen Abbey United Church, Dr. 
Eapen Thomas, Mrs. Joan Cooke,   Mr. & Mrs. 
James and Lorraine Berguist, The Church of 
Epiphany, Parish of St. Stephen Church Cha-
tham, the Australian Consulate,Chennai,   Mr. 
& Mrs. Burjor and Mithu Cooper, Trinity United 
Church of Oakville, Dr.C.T.Kurien, Mrs. Mohini 
Pavamani,  Mr. & Mrs. Chandran and Helga 
Tucker of OIK Austria,  Dr. Benny Benjamin, Mr 
& Mrs. Geoff  and Margaret Havers, Mr. Jay-
anth  Rhenius, Mr. Ramesh Krishniah,   Drs.
Chitra and Krishna Murti, Drs. Claire and Oliver 
Bingle, Mr and Mrs. Keith and Jean Carter, 

Dr & Mrs.Douglas & Eilie Blackwood, Dr. & 
Mrs. Akhtar and Diann Yusufji, Mr. & Mrs. 
Bruce & Pip March, Dr & Mrs.Lars & Satya 
Brink and Mrs.Martha Brewster.

To Dr. Joshua Kalapati for advice and support
 
To Roofs staff  for their commitment and hard 
work

To the members of Executive Committee for 
their support through the years.

We praise and thank God for all His Blessings 
over the year.

Thanks

Dr.Sudarshan Devanesen CM
Vice-Chairman

ROOFS FOR THE ROOFLESS
Flat 5, College Park Apartment

4A, Manonmaniammal Road
Kilpauk, Chennai-600 010

Tamilnadu, INDIA
email:roofsfortheroofl ess@gmail.com


